
 

 

New events from  

January to july 

2012  

Living Well 

Saturday 21st January  

Myers Briggs and Stress 

Saturday 4th February  

Faith under Fire: 

What the Middle East 

Conflict has taught me 

about God 

Wednesday 8th February  

Abelard and Heloise: 

A Theological Love Story 

Saturday 18th February  

Four Quartets 

Saturday 25th February 

Seeing and Believing? 

Religious Art and 

Religious Experience 

Thursday 15th March 

The Gospel of Judas 

Saturday 31st March 

Home, Exile and 

Pilgrimage 

Monday 23rd April 

Ecumenical Theology 

Reading Day 

Wednesday 25th April 

Mozart: God is Ever 

Before My Eyes 

Saturday 28th April 

Talking with Jews: 

Enriching our Christian 

Calling 

Saturday 16th June 

Julian of Norwich 

Tuesday 3rd July 

 

   EPIPHANY 2012  

The Mirfield Centre  

NEWSLETTER  

Rembrandtõs Passion: A Journey to the Cross through Art 

to build us up.  In the after-
noon, Iain used the contrast 
of Calvinism and Catholi-
cism to draw out the differ-
ences between Rembrandt 
and Rubens. Rembrandt was 
a more ôcerebralõ 
artist requiring us 
to think about the 
picture whereas 
Rubens was a 
ônoisierõ artist with 
much going on. 
Moving on , Revd 
Matthew Askey 
concentrated on 
Rembrandtõs draw-
ings and etchings 
and he brought 
along an original 
etching for us to 

Revd Iain McKillop 
began the day with an 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o 
Rembrandtõs life by 
giving us a thumbnail 
sketch of the context into 
which he was born. There 
was much to argue that 
Rembrandt lived in a 
world with problems 
similar to parts of the 
world today, making his 
work as relevant now as it 
was then.  Iain went on to 
talk about the realism in 
Rembrandtõs work and 
about  how this realism 
encourages our own faith 
by showing us our own 
fragility.  Its intention is 
not to undermine us, but 

Let My People Go!  

A large number of people 
came to Mirfield to hear 
Fr. Henry Wansbroughõs 
talk subtitled ôThe 
Exodus ð did it happen 
and does it really matter?õ. 
A number of the 
attendees were Mirfield 
students at various 
stages of their 
training courses, 
but there were a 
fair few clergy 
there as well as 
people from local 
churches and a 
number from fur-
ther afield. No 
doubt all these 
people approached 
the subject from 
differing church 
perspectives and under-
standing. 
It would have been 
difficult for anyone to be 
disappointed with what 
Fr. Henry had to say, 
whether or not one 
agreed with it all. He 
combined his immense 
academic and Biblical 
knowledge with practical 
experience of travelling in 
the Middle East.  The 
lecture was illustrated 
with slides that enhanced 

what he had to say, and the 
whole was delivered in an 
engaging style, yet with 
diffidence, and a sense of 
wanting to share with people, 
rather than talk at them. 
The idea of whether the 
Exodus happened or not 

was challenged by (amongst 
other things) looking at how 
numbers of people were 
calculated at the time and 
subsequently, how the report 
of the event may have come 
to be written, and by 
considering contemporane-
ous documentation and 
archaeological discoveries. 
The talk also went further 
than the actual Exodus into 
the time of Joshua and the 
Conquest of Canaan, and the 
evening concluded with 

questions from the floor. 
Whether it matters ð or not 
ð that the Exodus 
happened as an objective 
historical event was 
answered, for me, by Fr. 
Henryõs response to a 
clergymanõs question of 

whether it has for 
21st century Chris-
tians trying to 
fol low Jesus. 
òYesó, he said:  
the clear connec-
t ion between 
Passover and the 
cross, and themes 
of rescue, libera-
tion, covenant 
and protection all 
make it of great 
spiritual signifi-

cance  in  pe rsona l , 
devotional faith, in a more 
intellectual understanding 
of the roots and develop-
ment of that faith, and in 
how these complement 
each other.   
 
 
Dom. Henry Wansbroughõs 
website containing essays, 
booklets, lectures and 
bibliography, can be ac-
cessed online by going to 
www.henrywansbrough.com 

see. He encouraged us to 
see drawing as part of the 
private and individual 
process whereby an artist 
works towards a final 
painting. They reveal the 

mistakes, the 
thinking that goes 
on as the artist 
moves towards 
the final picture. 
He closed the day 
with a look at the 
etching ôImages 
of the Crucifix-
ionõ, as well as 
examples from 
ôThe Three 
Crossesõ. 
An enthralling 
day.  



 

 

We then were able to reflect on 
what this might tell us about 
how Jesus understood prayer. 
 
During the latter part of the day 
we discussed what Jesus taught 
his disciples about prayer, 
looking at The Lordõs Prayer in 
particular but also touching upon 
various parables and teachings 
on prayer, ending with 
thinking about how we could 
apply these to our own prayer 
lives. 

The request of the disciples that 
Jesus teach them to pray is one 
that has resonated with Christians 
throughout the centuries.  We can 
often find ourselves asking ôWhat 
is prayer for, how should we pray?õ 
and of course ôHow do we know if 
we are doing it right?õ 
 
Paula Gooder, (Author, Canon  
Theologian of Birmingham 
Cathedral and of Guildford 
Cathedral, and a Reader in 
Birmingham Diocese) led a day in 

which we examined Jesusõ 
different responses to such 
questions and what they might 
teach us about the nature of 
prayer. 
 
The day began with a reflection 
on Jesus' own prayer life (Jesus is 
said to have gone off by himself 
to pray on a regular basis). We 
then looked closely at some of 
those occasions in Jesus' life 
when we can observe, through 
the Gospels, how Jesus prayed.  

Teach us to Pray: Jesus & Prayer in the Gospels 
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A Certain Age: Some aspects of  spirituality in the second half  of  life 

faith in God. As well as 

accepting the physical limitations 

aging brings - and sometimes 

these have an effect on our 

mental capabilities - we become 

more reflective. Part of the 

mid-life renegotiation involves a 

challenge to the certainties of 

youth as new realities have to be 

accommodated in the light of our 

experience of life and God. Our 

image of God has to grow in these 

circumstances, or run the risk of 

being rejected. There is also a 

noticeable tendency to delay being 

ôreligiousõ until we are older. Far 

from rejecting the faith of our 

younger years though, we should 

be building on its f i rm 

foundation. We become more 

open-ended and provisional in our 

views and a realisation that we 

can't know everything. There is 

also a recognition that some 

things are just not known, and 

others are unknowable. The 

second half of life brings the time 

and opportunity for thinking 

about things in more depth, as 

there is less pressure of 

education, training, family and 

career building.  

Given this, older people have 

much to offer, especially in 

listening and counselling 

ministries. There is also more of 

an appreciation of living in the 

present moment - not the 

hedonistic "living for the 

moment" of the young, but a 

willingness to take 

notice and value the 

present for itself, not 

just what it might lead 

to. It also brings an 

increasing realisation 

that if we want to put 

off something until 

later, we may not get 

to do it.    A cheerful 

s t a t i s t i c  f r o m 

research by BUPA is 

that we still have 97% 

of the brain cells at 70 

than we had a 25. 

That's not such a big 

drop. It also indicates that intel-

lectual and creative abilities do 

not completely leave us.  To put 

it another way - we do not stop 

playing because we grow old, we grow 

old because we stop playing. 

The older people in our 

congregations are a rich 

resource in the time and wis-

dom they can give. This far 

outweighs the different needs 

they now have, which too often 

are presented by the young as a 

loss and a chore. 

REVIEWS OF SELECTED  EVENTS  

 

Kirklees Faiths Forum's 
latest initiative, Clerics' Tea, 

held at the Mirfield Centre, 

invites priests and imams to 

come together to share 

experiences, concerns and 

dialogue over tea. 

Through this exchange, strong 

bridges are built and 

friendships formed between 

Muslim and Christian faith 

leaders of Kirklees. 

This was a stimulating and reassur-

ing day looking at the positive 

aspects of growing old and how it 

affects our spiritual lives. In a cul-

ture where youth is venerated it was 

a good reality check on how we 

should be valuing aging, rather than 

fearing it. Martin Wray and Alan 

Brown, whilst acknowledging that 

there are physical aspects to getting 

older, emphasised that the changes 

in our awareness, attitudes, 

priorities, values and expectations 

can enrich our rela-

tionship with God. 

There is no blueprint, 

no ônormõ and God 

continues to relate to 

us in a unique way, 

whatever our age, 

stage or condition. 

Mart in helpfu l ly 

reviewed the seven 

ages of man, familiar 

to us from the work 

of Shakespeare and 

the say ings of 

Confucius. He also 

challenged the notion of a "mid-life 

crisis" by pointing out that far from 

being a crisis or catastrophe, mid-

life is a time of transition, affording 

the opportunity for a re-evaluation, 

reappraisal or renegotiation. Life 

itself is all about  transition. As for 

crises - they can happen at any time! 

So far so good. However, it is true 

t h a t  m o v i n g  i n t o  t h e 

second half of life often brings 

more losses than gains. How we 

react to this depends on the 

strength of our "inner" life - our 

Treasures of 

Darkness 

During this day we 

explored how dark times 

within our lives may 

surprise us with hidden 

r i c h e s  t h a t  c a n 

s t r e n g t h e n  a n d 

illuminate daily living, 

and draw us closer to 

God.  Through use of 

talks, scripture and 

poetry the day offered an 

opportunity to reflect on 

these themes of darkness 

and light, poverty and 

riches.   



 

 

A child whose older brother had 
died reverted to behaviour 
associated with one much 

younger than herself.  Her 
parents thought she was being 
difficult until they realised that 
this was their daughterõs way of 
grieving.  Again once the 
realisation set in, they were able 
to deal with their familyõs loss in 
a more appropriate way. 
The teenagers interviewed were 
able to articulate their grief more 
clearly.  They often felt left out 
of the grieving process, as if they 
were young and robust enough 
to deal with things and ômove 
onõ (a dreadful phrase!).  Many 
of them revealed that they felt 
under pressure to act a certain 
way not only with their family, 
but with their peers.  All they 

wanted to be treated like 
ônormalõ people but with the 
recognition that sometimes they 

would need a bit of 
extra understand-
ing.  The day was 
attended by a mix 
of people ð some 
came from a per-
s p e c t i v e  o f 
working with chil-
dren in schools.  
S o m e  w h o 
attended worked as 
funeral directors, 
others were clergy, 
still others were 
there in a pastoral 

care capacity (through church, 
hospice volunteers etc).  Some 
were there because they had 
been bereaved at a young age or 
had children of their own who 
had been bereaved, and the topic 
was very personal. For some the 
ideas and discussions were a 
revelation and food for thought 
about how children and young 
grieve, and for others the day 
was an affirmation that they are 
ôdoing the right thingõ in how 
they approach the subject of 
grief in their own situations. 
An extremely worthwhile event 
which provided much to 
ponder as well as some 
excellent practical advice. 

In this thought-provoking, 
emotional and interesting day, 
Brian Cranwell (who has a wealth 
o f  e x p e r i e n c e 
working with be-
reaved chidren) gave 
us space to explore 
what it means to 
grieve whilst young, 
and how the reac-
tions of others 
towards that grief, 
can result in positive 
o r  n e g a t i v e 
experiences  -  some-
times years after the 
bereavement. 
The day was split 
into three ôsectionsõ where we 
looked in turn at the experience 
of children 0-5, 6-12, and 
teenagers.  We discovered that we 
must not project our own ideas of 
how to grieve, onto others.  
Looking at the example of a baby 
whose mother had died, the  
father was ôhelpedõ by a team of 
different friends and relatives, 
trying to do what was best but 
creating such a change of routine 
that she couldnõt stop crying.  It 
w a s  o n l y  w h e n  h e r 
grandmother and father shared 
the childcare, reintroducing a 
routine (and interestingly, an item 
of mumõs clothing) to the baby, 
that the situation began to ease. 

Entertaining Angels 
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On a damp and dull Saturday 
morning a group of us was trans-
ported to a world of colour, fasci-
nation and wonder. Viola Jones 
gave us information 
and inspiration as she 
led us skilfully 
through an array of 
p a i n t i n g s  a n d 
sculpture, illustrating 
the various connota-
tions to be found by 
looking again, and 
with more thoughtful 
eyes at angels in the 
visual arts. 
Throu gh g roup 
discussion we were 
encouraged to voice 
our own thoughts, which was 
fun, mind stretching and 
illuminating.   We learnt how, 
though innocent, ageless and 

genderless an angel might be a 
messenger from an angry God in 
the Garden of Eden, or a warrior 
fighting evil, as well as a meltingly 

beautiful being in an Annuncia-
tion, or as an inattentive cherub 
by Raphael or Bellini. The 
hierarchy of angels was apparent 

in the great frescoes and mosa-
ics, and they could be scary or 
comforting as the painter 
followed traditions of design 

according to 
context. Their 
position as a link 
between this 
world and the 
next was clear 
and the biblical 
references were 
enough to send 
me scurrying to 
my Bible on re-
turning home. 
They had a 
message, warning 
or reassurance 

for the viewer, from our 
beginnings to our inevitable and 
mysterious end. A wonderful 
and  thought provoking day. 

A History of War in a 

Dozen Objects 

On 22 October a charity 

auction was held in the 

C o l l e g e  o f  t h e 

Resurrection to raise 

funds for the restoration 

of the Community of the 

Resurrectionôs historic 

church. 

Using items from the 

auction and also from the 

a r c h i v e s  o f  t h e 

Community Fr Gribben 

drew out stories from the 

war and their affect on 

the lives of men, women 

and children. 

From weapons to 

whistles, chalices to 

comic books, prison camp 

to picture house, medals, 

insignia, documents, 

correspondence, cigarette 

cards ï there was a story 

for every one. 

This was not the usual 

type of lecture but a 

glance through several 

windows in to the 

alleyways of history. 

Never too Young to Grieve  


