
 

 

 

 

  NEWSLETTER 
WINTER  2008 

Host to...  
Mirfield Spirituality group, Bede Griffiths Sangha 
meetings, Kirklees Faiths Forum Interfaith 
schools away day, the Diocese of Wakefield 
training forum,  Regional Training Partnership 
meetings, numerous Church quiet days, 
Wakefield Diocese School of Ministry, United 
Churches Healing Ministry staff days, Wakefield 
Diocese Bishopôs staff/rural deans, New Hall 
Prison chaplaincy Team, Bishopôs Council 
meeting, School Inspectors, Head Teachers 
training day, Collective Worship course, Young 
peopleôs away day, Northern Baptist College Staff 
meeting, Methodist diaconal order away day, 
Society of catholic priests,  Roundhay Road Day 
Centre staff away day... 

 

 
 

The new Centre room has the potential to be 
divided for both eating and meeting purposes, as 
well as providing a large eating space or meeting 
room. Maybe your group would like to book the 
room for an event? 
 
Please see the ófacilitiesô link on our website or 
contact Rachael Salmon for more details. 
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Kirklees Faiths 
Forum 

Interfaith 
Schools Away 

Day 

Extracts from this termôs programme of 
events...  
 
The Rule of Benedict:  a Tool for Christian Living   
2nd October 2008 
 
The óI Amô Sayings of Jesus: 
Modelling the Church on the Life of God    
16th October 2008 
 
Transforming Lives Through Biblical Criticism   
12th November 2008 
 
The Healing Journey:  A Day for Pastoral Carers    
22nd November 2008 
 
SIFTing the Infancy Narratives: 
A Method of Refreshing Our Preaching   
27th November 2008 
 
A Handful of Light: 
A Quiet day for Advent 
13 December 2008 

The Mirfield Centre is a work of the Community of 
the Resurrection.  The Centre team comprise the 
Directory, Revd June Lawson, the Centre 
administrator, Rachael Salmon, and two brothers 
from the Community of the Resurrection; Fr 
Oswin Gartside and Fr Simon Holden.  We seek 
to provide a varied programme of day courses, 
short courses and occasional residential courses 
in partnership with the Community retreat house.  
Our website gives up to date details of all events.  
The Centre is also host to groups who wish to 
use its facilities. 



Art & Faith: Are There Limits to   
Forgiveness?  

23rd February 2008  
 
On Saturday 23rd February, I was privileged to 
be present at an amazing day.  I didnôt really 
know what to expect but from the beginning Revd 
Jean Lamb put us at our ease by her diffidence 
and humility.  Here was an extremely gifted 
sculptress prepared to share her inmost thoughts 
about her work, in particular her very special 
Stations of the Cross.  Jeanôs mother is German 
and Jean has always identified strongly with her 
German relatives, particularly in relation to the 
Holocaust.  About ten years ago she had a very 
strong commission from God to make her 
Stations into Stations of the Holocaust.  She is 
now on Station 10. 

We saw slides of the original sketches before 
being taken through each Station in great detail 
with all its symbolism and links to the suffering of 
Our Lord.  The sculptures are extremely moving, 
very tactile, each on a meditation.  It is Jeanôs 
hope that they will tour the country, particularly 
each Lent, so that many people will have the 
opportunity to pray with them.  Maybe one day 
they will find their way to Jerusalem itself. 

 

 

 

 

After lunch we were led into thinking about the 
huge topic of forgiveness.  Jean read several 
excerpts from Simon Wiesenthalôs book, ñThe 
Sunflowerò in which he, a Jew, in Auschwitz was 
asked to hear the confession of a dying Nazi 
soldier who wanted to find forgiveness so that he 
could die in peace.  Simon listened to the 
soldier's story and walked away without saying a 
word.  We then had an interesting discussion 
about the nature of forgiveness and whether it is 
always right or even possible to forgive.  It was a 
most thought provoking day leaving lasting 
memories. 

  
 
  
 

 
  

 

The Sufi Face of Islam  
May and June 2008  

 

For five evenings in May and June, about 
twenty of us came to Mirfield to enjoy some 
varied insights into the world of Sufi Islam. Dr 
Philip Lewis, from Bradford Churches for 
Dialogue and Diversity and Interfaith Adviser to 
the Bishop of Bradford, began with a fascinating 
introduction to the history and political aspects 
of the Sufi orders, and some glimpses of how 
they function in modern Britain, and, on our 
fourth evening, introduced a video on a Sufi 
centre in Spain. 
 
Sheelah Treflé Hidden spoke of her own 
experience of working with Sufi Islam and her 
admiration for the deep spirituality she 
encountered, while the final session was led by 
Dr Alan Williams of Manchester University on 
the ñSpiritual Coupletsò of Jalaloddin Rumi, and 
the ñoperation of divine loveò encountered 
through them. 
 
All the sessions were both informative and 
enjoyable, but for me the middle one of the five 
was the highlight, when Irfan Zakiuddin, a 
British ñmureedò in the Naqshbandi tradition of 
Sufi Islam came and talked about his faith and 
the importance for him of being accepted as a 
disciple of his ñShaykhò (spiritual leader) and 
thus being enabled to explore the inner moral 
and spiritual aspects of Islam and be guided in 
following the Prophetôs example. I admired his 
obvious sincerity, enthusiasm and commitment 
ï and his courage in coming into a room full of 
Christians to talk so openly. His reflections on 
the experience of growing up as a Muslim in 
British society also gave us pause for thought. 
 
Many thanks to all who provided such a many-
faceted and interesting programme ï and for 
comfortable chairs, delicious coffee and the 
Communityôs welcome at Compline. 
  

Judith M.Ware 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revd Elaine Dando led a very 
creative Quiet day, with poetic 

reflection, on the theme of Mary. 


